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Programme Director ¢ Ms. Batseba Katjiuongua
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Senior Management and Staff of the Ministry of Health and Social Services
Members of the Media

Invited guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Good morning to you all.

I join Dr Saara Shalongo in welcoming you to the National Referral Hospital. It
is a privilege to be here to receive the rehabilitation equipment donated by the MVA
Fund to the Ministry of Health and Social Services.

Access to health services by Namibians is a constitutional mandate to be carried
out by the Ministry of Health and Social Services. As you may be aware, the Health
Ministry has been under tremendous public scrutiny over the past few months,
bringing to the fore issues of quality and standard of care for our patients. Quality of
care and bringing services closer to the people has always been the cornerstone for this
Ministry.

In this regard, we are working hard to ensure that all Namibians enjoy longer
and healthier lives, without the burden of suffering and disabilities. But, in order to
fulfill this mandate it is critical for the Health Ministry to have reliable, modern medical
equipment. This brings me to the rehabilitation equipment which the Ministry is
proudly receiving today.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

My Ministry has established strategic alliances with key stakeholders aimed at
improving access to health and medical services. | am proud to state that the bilateral
relations between the Ministry of Health and Social Services and the MVA Fund are
ever growing and it is fulfilling to note that the beneficiaries of these relations are the
Namibian people.

Over the past years, the Ministry of Health and Social Services has benefited
immensely from the generous donations from the MVA Fund. For example, last year,
the MVA Fund donated 36 wheelchairs worth N$ 108 000.00 to the Ministry which were
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distributed to people living with disabilities resulting from motor accidents.
Furthermore, the MVA Fund also donated medical equipment for the Oshakati,
Onandjokwe, Katutura and Windhoek Central Hospitals totaling a combined value of
N$ 1.3 million.

This morning as we witness another significant donation by the MVA Fund to
the Ministry, | am confident that through these collective efforts, we will deliver on our
mandate and thereby improve quality of life for all Namibians.

I am reliably informed that the combined cost of the rehabilitation equipment we
are receiving today is a sum of N$ 230 000.

Ladies and gentlemen, as you all know, disability, irrespective of the cause,
places an unacceptable burden on the individual, the family and the country as a whole.
Receiving this equipment these morning means that we will no longer turn away
people from our doors because we are unable to provide them with the necessary
treatment they require due to the lack of proper equipment.

These equipment will be installed at the Windhoek Central Hospital to
rehabilitate people who were injured in motor vehicle accidents and the public at large,
and help them to gain maximum independence and return to normal life. Additionally,
these equipment will also help raise the level of modernization of the hospital medical
equipment which will immensely improve the overall quality of medical services
offered by the central hospital.

Programme Director,

Statistics show that every year about 12 000 accidents are recorded in Namibia
resulting in serious injuries close to 3 000. Despite the great strides that have been made
in terms of raising road safety awareness, the wraths of motor vehicle accidents
continue to plague the Namibian citizens, subsequently robbing our nation of its most
productive citizens.

In this regard, commend the MVA Fund for the leading role it continues to play
in ensuring that the public is well informed about road safety; that motor vehicle
accidents are minimized and on occasions when they do happen, the injured receive the
best possible medical care. | cannot over-emphasize the importance of access to
emergency services and care in times of motor vehicle accidents. The MVA Fund has
made it possible for all people involved in motor vehicle accidents in Namibia to have
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access to the best medical care simply by reporting accideO U U w Y B E us(Akcidem@oU O E 7
Response Number which is 0819682. This is a toll free number which can be dialed from
any town, city or village in the country.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In conclusion, allow me to once again thank Mr. Jerry Muadinohamba, the
Management and Staff of the MVA Fund for this crucial donation and to reiterate my
, DPOPUUUazUwEOOOPUOI OUwWw UOwW I OT ECEDOT wil EOUT wE|
Namibia.

I thank You.™



